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HOMES | POK FU LAM | 3,000 SQFT

GREY MATTERS

A Pok I'u Lam townhouse receives the Pegey Bels treatment with stark interiors and

characterful touches | EREHM A BLEPepry BelsHIFT & 8 B SR NMISEN

DR MANICA C. TIGLAD. PHOTOGE STLING SORA




When. a El.lrapean family Pf four —a rr.'ztrrief:: e _-%"r‘:r‘—
ceuple and their two grown children — decided it 1~
was time to settle in a larger property on Hong Kong !
island after more than five years, they chose a four- * -
| — s

starey townhouse in Pok Fu Lam that came replete
with a basement, a rooftop terrace for entertaining
and dining al fresce, as well as unadulterated views of
the city on one side and the ocean on the other. "We
knew immedistely that we really loved this place,” says
the homeowner. After a successful negotiation, she
immediataly sought out interior designer Peggy Bals,

EAABRNEE——iF
P REGHRESR-EERMGOEE HRRER
FEA WS EESSARAISE  RATHERS

3

\WE—{EE T =T
Fif dtANENERRD - BE#lE: [—
MEEPITHARRRMEE (ERESR2EH -

COMPLETELY FLOORED




HOMES | POK FUV LAM

“WE SITARED A SIMILAR TASTT, BUT THEY ALSO ITAD TTEIR
WHAT THEY WANTED”
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whose previous project in the Mid-Levels she had come across and felt a connection to. “In
the beginning we anly wanted to do two bathrooms, but it started here and there, and then
we ended up doing the whole hause,” she continues.

With only four manths to complete the renovation before the move-in date, Peagy and
the homeowner agreed an a light refurbishment that would retain the house's basic floor
plan, Upon entrance, the first thing you see are wall-to-wall windows that fill the entire first
fioor with natural light, “We opened that main window higher and wider, and that changed a
lotin the house,” Peggy explains. “It allowed the light to enter the living room and made the
kitehen feel more weleoming.”

This being a Peggy Bels project, the home is stark, but not brutally so. A cool cement
finish was applied to the walls, which remain mostly unadorned save for works by European
and Latin American artists collected by the couple. Black metal was used az cladding for doors
and cabinets. "These dark backgrounds allow light ealours te pep and create contrast and
dapth,” Pagay says. “We share a similar tasta ragarding the colour scherme, so they wanted to
get the same tones, lighting, as well as materials | use, but they also had their own ideas and
knew very well what they wanted.” To enlarge the living and dining areas and draw the eve to
the windows that serve as a focal paint of the space, walls and railings were torn down, The
same warm walnut wood flooring picked out by the couple was employed in all of the areas
to arrive at the perception of a larger, more opan space,
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While sticking to the blueprint had been
a breeze, striking a compromise between
two different styles was less so — though
the home's visible aesthetic cohesion states
otharwize. "Peggy likes for things to be really
clean, tidy, and cocl, while | like that everybady
can see that somebody lives in the hame," the
homeowner sharas, “l would say it's a mixture
of what Peggy and | both wanted.” The result
is a minimalist home that is as madern as it s
warm and cosy. While Peggy's signature touch
is evident in every area, the family's personal
preferences were attended to and are very
much present throughout the hame thanks to
their unique assemblage of art and furniture,
all transported from their previous residences,
I could tell you a story about every single
painting and item we have in this house,” the
hemeowner says.

One particular work of art in the
living room, a bright red installation that
reads “gliick,” which means “happiness” in
German, seems quite indicative of the home's
atmosphere. On a sunny day such as the day of
the shoot, being on the rooftop of the house
— with its spectacular view of Pok Fu Lam —

makes you feel as if there's nothing wrong in
the world. Says the hameowner, "We're very
happy here.” [/
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